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Introduction
This presentation is Part One of a larger project. Here we examine maps of the
Middle East as drawn by university students on the first day of their Middle East
Traditions class. All students were drawing their maps at the same time and in
the same place. While the maps the students drew at the end of the semester
were significantly different, for the most part, from those presented here, they
are also less representative of the ‘Middle Eastern consciousness’ of these
students before attending class. As you will see, the students in this class come
from both Middle Eastern and non-Middle Eastern backgrounds—and there is a
clear difference between the maps produced by each.



The Tabula Rasa

Caption reads:  “(I have no idea.”)



Tabula Rasa—Take Two

The only ‘Middle Eastern country’ labeled here is Nigeria, in West Africa.



The Impressionist

Caption reads: 

“I can’t figure out which countries are where in the so just in general, 
Middle East countries”



Impressionist Map—No. 2

Note the placement of Afghanistan in relation to its neighbors.



Lines of Evocation

Just a few spare lines give us a strong sense of geographical

focus and continuity.



Lines of Evocation—Take Two

Note, for the most part, the lack of firm boundaries.



The Seeming Contradiction

Look carefully at this seeming jumble of Middle Eastern 

and non-Middle Eastern countries.



The Shifted Perspective

Still not ‘geographically correct’, the map gains a greater measure of 
coherence when viewed upside-down.



Pays Manquée

The one unlabeled portion at the center of the map speaks for itself.



Pays Trouvée

Caption reads:

“ Not to correct scale”



The Egalitarian

Look at the choices for inclusion and exclusion in this map.  



The Essentialist

Notice the proportions here.



Essentialism—Take Two

Caption reads:

“Not done”



The Cubist

Note the unlabeled section of the map.



Conscientious Realism

Note the unlabeled portion at the center of the map.



Reprise:  The Tabula Rasa

Perhaps “(I have no idea)” is a good place to start …


