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How the Middle East Works: Four Models

Notes that go along with session video recordings

Session | Introduction  : what does the Middle East look like?

American models v. Middle Eastern models (university student samples)
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Ibn Khaldzn , Al Mugaddimah: An Introduction to History (1377) ]!
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Geographical determinism and the Seven Ecological Zones

Too cold

(©)

Too hot

Influences

—Sunlight and food supply
—Pigmentation and race

—Diet, from bland to spicy hot
—Temperament, collective consciousness
—Industriousness, institution building
—Leisure, music and dance

—Expansionism and colonial propensities
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The Life Cycles of Bled al-Makhzen and Bled es-Siba In motionE

[Bled al Fellahin]
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Bled es-Siba at the Margins

The 2 kinds of nomadism: transhumance and desert plus a hew kind of Bled es-Siba

NThe OAssabiya of Tribal Authority / Honoring the MotherNreminders of affinity
NGeographical Knowledge of marginal places / Frugality / Hardiness / Militant survival

[Bled al-Fellahin inbetween them] inconsequential to Ibn Khaldzn

Bled al-Makhzan at the Core / OAssabiyaBaraka? Both? [see Session I1]

NFirst GN  The OAssabiya of Royal Authority Nlegitimate authority and apt rule
NSecond GenN  Honoring the FatherNremembered charisma /
NThird / FourthN Corruption at the core / bankrupt / overreaching taxation
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How it works: Putting these models into motion

Bled es-Siba examples. Tuareg of the Sahara,
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Agadez, Niger

Imilchil, High Atlas, Morocco
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Gathering of the Tribes, Beni Melal, Ain Leuh, Middle Atlas, Morocco

Beni Hillal, Tebourba, Tunisia
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Inside the tent, Ain Leuh Demonstrations
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Middle Atlas Azouza, Fes Morocco
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Ain Leuh Demonstrations
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Ferhat Mehenni, Amazigh Protest singer from the Kabyle Algeria, protesting in Rabat
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Bled el FellahinN Region north of Tebourba, Tunisia
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Couscous Production, Tebourba, Tunisia
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Eating in mixed company



Mira Z Amiras, PhD How the Middle East Works: Four Models New Lehrhaus Fall 2024

Fellahi Tomato Crop
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Household sheep (large flock up in the hills)
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Baking Khubz TabounaNcountry style bread
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Transitional States

The cell phone
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Dancing together

Generational and rural/urban shifts
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Educational opportunities

Migration [basbor de la lune]
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Bled al-MakhzanNThe Glass Ceiling

Session Il N Bled el - Makhzan



